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(54) BLEACHING AGENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a bleaching agent excellent in 
prophylactic and improving effects on pigmentation of skin and capable 
of carrying out the prophylaxis and treatment of dermal stains and 
ephelides due to sunburn, etc., by including a specific phytosphingosine 
derivative or its salt as an active ingredient. 
SOLUTION: This bleaching agent is obtained by including a 

phytosphingosine derivative represented by the formula (R1 is a 6-26C $ 
hydrocarbon, R2 and R3 are each H or a 1-4C hydrocarbon) or its salt jr 
as an active ingredient in an amount of preferably 0.001-30 vrt.% based 
on the total composition. The compound represented by the formula is 
obtained by, e.g. extracting a phospholipid, a sphingoglycolipid, etc., 
containing the compound from a suitable tissue (e.g. a bovine brain) or a 
cultured product (e.g. a yeast) and hydrolyzing the resultant extract. The 
phytosphingosine derivative has effects on the disappearance of the 
UV-B pigment unevenness (melanin suppressing effects) and bleaching 
effects are thereby exhibited by formulation thereof in medicines or 
cosmetics, etc. The existing bleaching agent (e.g. arbutin or kojic acid) is 
used together therewith to thereby exhibit better bleaching effects. 
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